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48 CFR Ch. 7 (10–1–12 Edition) 702.170–17 

702.170–17 Automated Directives Sys-
tem. 

‘‘Automated Directives System’’ 
(‘‘ADS’’) sets forth the Agency’s poli-
cies and essential procedures, as well 
as supplementary informational ref-
erences. It contains six functional se-
ries, interim policy updates, valid 
USAID handbook chapters, a resource 
library, and a glossary. References to 
‘‘ADS’’ throughout this chapter 7 are 
references to the Automated Directives 
System. Procurement-related sections 
of this system are accessible to the 
general public at the following internet 
address: http://www.info.usaid.gov/pubs/ 
ads. The entire ADS is available on the 
ADS Compact Disk (ADS CD), which 
may be purchased from the Agency at 
cost by submitting a completed ADS 
CD order form. To request a fax copy of 
the ADS CD order form, send an e-mail 
with your fax number to 
ADS@USAID.GOV. 

[64 FR 42041, Aug. 3, 1999] 

Subpart 702.270—Definitions 
Clause 

702.270–1 Definitions clause. 
Use the appropriate clause in 752.202– 

1, in addition to the clause in FAR 
52.202–1. 

PART 703—IMPROPER BUSINESS 
PRACTICES AND PERSONAL 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Subpart 703.1—Safeguards 

Sec. 
703.104–5 Disclosure, protection, and mark-

ing of proprietary and source informa-
tion. 

703.104–10.1 Violations or possible viola-
tions. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 621, Pub. L. 87–195, 75 Stat. 
445, (22 U.S.C. 2381) as amended; E.O. 12163, 
Sept. 29, 1979, 44 FR 56673; 3 CFR, 1979 Comp., 
p. 435. 

Subpart 703.1—Safeguards 

703.104–5 Disclosure, protection, and 
marking of proprietary and source 
information. 

A Contracting Office may authorize 
release of proprietary and/or source se-

lection information outside the Gov-
ernment for evaluation purposes pursu-
ant to FAR 15.305(c) and (AIDAR) 48 
CFR 715.305(c). 

[64 FR 16648, Apr. 6, 1999] 

703.104–10.1 Violations or possible vio-
lations. 

Requests for concurrence under para-
graph (a)(1) of FAR 3.104–10 shall be for-
warded to one level above the Con-
tracting Officer. 

[64 FR 16648, Apr. 6, 1999] 

PART 704—ADMINISTRATIVE 
MATTERS 

Subpart 704.4—Safeguarding Classified 
Information Within Industry 

Sec. 
704.404 Contract clause. 

Subpart 704.8—Contract Files [Reserved] 

Subpart 704.70—Partner Vetting 

704.7001 Scope of subpart. 
704.7002 Definitions. 
704.7003 Policy. 
704.7004 Procedures. 
704.7004–1 Preaward requirements. 
704.7004–2 Post award requirements. 
704.7004–3 Subcontracts. 
704.7005 Solicitation provision and contract 

clause. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 621, Pub. L. 87–195, 75 Stat. 
445, (22 U.S.C. 2381) as amended; E.O. 12163, 
Sept. 29, 1979, 44 FR 56673; 3 CFR, 1979 Comp., 
p. 435. 

Subpart 704.4—Safeguarding 
Classified Information Within 
Industry 

704.404 Contract clause. 
If the contract involves access to 

classified (‘‘Confidential’’, ‘‘Secret’’, or 
‘‘Top Secret’’), or administratively 
controlled (‘‘Sensitive But Unclassi-
fied’’) information, use the contract 
clause in 752.204–2. 

[49 FR 13239, Apr. 3, 1984. Redesignated at 54 
FR 16122, Apr. 21, 1989, as amended at 62 FR 
40467, July 29, 1997] 

Subpart 704.8—Contract Files 
[Reserved] 
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Agency for International Development 704.7004–1 

Subpart 704.70—Partner Vetting 

SOURCE: 77 FR 8170, Feb. 14, 2012, unless 
otherwise noted. 

704.7001 Scope of subpart. 
This subpart prescribes the policies 

and procedures to apply partner vet-
ting to USAID acquisitions. 

704.7002 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart— 
Key individual means: 
(1) Principal officers of the organiza-

tion’s governing body (e.g., chairman, 
vice chairman, treasurer and secretary 
of the board of directors or board of 
trustees); 

(2) The principal officer and deputy 
principal officer of the organization 
(e.g., executive director, deputy direc-
tor, president, vice president); 

(3) The program manager or chief of 
party for the USG-financed program; 
and 

(4) Any other person with significant 
responsibilities for administration of 
the USG-financed activities or re-
sources, such as key personnel as de-
scribed in Automated Directives Sys-
tem Chapter 302. Key personnel, wheth-
er or not they are employees of the 
prime contractor, must be vetted. 

Vetting official means the USAID em-
ployee identified in the solicitation or 
contract as having responsibility for 
receiving vetting information, respond-
ing to questions about information to 
be included on the Partner Information 
Form, coordinating with the USAID 
Office of Security (SEC), and conveying 
the vetting determination to each of-
feror, potential subcontractors subject 
to vetting, and the contracting officer. 
The vetting official is not part of the 
contracting office and has no involve-
ment in the source selection process. 

704.7003 Policy. 
In the interest of national security, 

USAID may determine that a par-
ticular acquisition is subject to vet-
ting. In that case, USAID will require 
vetting of all key individuals of 
offerors, first tier subcontractors, and 
any other class of subcontracts if iden-
tified in the solicitation and resulting 
contract. When USAID conducts part-
ner vetting, it will not award a con-

tract to any offeror who does not pass 
vetting. 

704.7004 Procedures. 

704.7004–1 Preaward requirements. 
(a) When USAID determines an ac-

quisition to be subject to vetting, the 
contracting officer determines the ap-
propriate stage of the acquisition cycle 
to require offerors to submit the com-
pleted USAID Partner Information 
Form, USAID Form 500–13, to the vet-
ting official identified in the solicita-
tion. The contracting officer must 
specify in the solicitation the stage at 
which the offerors will be required to 
submit the USAID Partner Information 
Form. 

(b) For negotiated procurements 
using FAR part 15, this stage will typi-
cally be when the contracting officer 
establishes the competitive range (48 
CFR 15.306(c)). However, the con-
tracting officer may determine that 
vetting is more appropriate at a dif-
ferent stage of the source selection 
process, such as immediately prior to 
award, and then require only the ap-
parently successful offeror to submit 
the completed USAID Partner Informa-
tion Form. 

(c) For Indefinite Delivery contracts 
under FAR subpart 16.5, vetting will 
occur prior to award of the basic con-
tract if the contracting officer antici-
pates placing orders subject to vetting 
under that contract. Vetting will also 
occur before USAID places any orders 
subject to vetting. The contracting of-
ficer will notify awardees of the appro-
priate timing for vetting in the request 
for task or delivery order proposals. 
See AIDAR subpart 716.5 for vetting 
procedures for task and delivery or-
ders. 

(d) For all other acquisitions, includ-
ing those under FAR parts 13 and 14, 
the contracting officer determines the 
appropriate time to require potential 
awardee(s) to submit the completed 
USAID Partner Information Form to 
the vetting official. 

(e) Source selection proceeds sepa-
rately from vetting. The source selec-
tion authority makes the source selec-
tion determination separately from the 
vetting process and without knowledge 
of vetting-related information other 
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48 CFR Ch. 7 (10–1–12 Edition) 704.7004–2 

than that the apparently successful of-
feror has passed or not passed vetting. 

(f) The contracting officer may only 
award to an offeror who has passed vet-
ting. 

704.7004–2 Post award requirements. 
(a) For those contracts and task or-

ders the agency has determined are 
subject to vetting, the contractor must 
submit the completed USAID Partner 
Information Form any time it changes: 

(1) Key individuals, and 
(2) Subcontractors for which vetting 

is required. 
(b) USAID may vet key individuals of 

the contractor and any required sub-
contractors periodically during con-
tract performance using the informa-
tion already submitted on the Form. 

704.7004–3 Subcontracts. 
(a) When the prime contract is sub-

ject to vetting, vetting is required for 
key individuals of all subcontracts 
under that contract for which consent 
is required under FAR clause 52.244–2, 
Subcontracts. 

(b) The contracting officer must not 
consent to a subcontract with any sub-
contractor subject to vetting until that 
subcontractor has passed vetting. 

(c) Vetting may be required for key 
individuals of subcontracts at any tier 

for certain classes of items (supplies 
and services). The contracting officer 
must identify these classes of items in 
the solicitation. 

(d) The contractor may instruct pro-
spective subcontractors who are sub-
ject to vetting to submit the USAID 
Partner Information Form to the vet-
ting official as soon as the contractor 
submits the USAID Partner Informa-
tion Form for its key individuals. 

704.7005 Solicitation provision and 
contract clause. 

(a) The contracting officer will insert 
the provision at 752.204–70 Partner Vet-
ting Pre–Award Requirements, in all 
solicitations USAID identifies as sub-
ject to vetting. 

(b) Except for awards made under 
FAR part 16, the contracting officer 
will— 

(1) Insert the clause at 752.204–71 
Partner Vetting, in all solicitations 
and contracts USAID identifies as sub-
ject to vetting, or 

(2) Use the clause with its Alternate 
I when USAID determines that sub-
contracts at any tier for certain classes 
of supplies or services are subject to 
vetting. 

(c) For awards made under FAR part 
16, see (48 CFR) subpart 716.5. 
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